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Announcement
A Workshop in Geospatial Analysis for Attaining the Millennium Development Goals and Sustainable Development
The Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) of The Earth Institute at Columbia University is now accepting applications for participation in a five-day training workshop in geospatial data analysis techniques for population and demographic research focused on attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and sustainable development.
There is a growing recognition that spatial data analysis techniques and data integration (the integration of data from censuses and surveys with environmental, health, and sanitation data) are vital skills required for developing country government agencies as they strive to meet the MDGs. There is a need for data to be processed and made available at the most spatially disaggregated level possible so that they can be used for planning by cities, neighborhoods and localities. Such data, whether from censuses or surveys, or in the form of small area poverty estimates (which combine the two), can help in targeting resources, whether for broader public health and social service interventions, or more specific population and reproductive health programs. When spatially disaggregated population and poverty data are analyzed in conjunction with environmental data sets derived from remote sensing, air and water quality monitoring programs, or ground-based surveys, it improves the understanding and mitigation of environmental health threats. 

This workshop is primarily targeted to the needs of national census bureau staff, health ministry officials, and NGOs in developing countries. Secondarily, the workshop is open to researchers addressing environmental health, poverty alleviation, or population dynamics. The workshop will be held at the University of Bonn from April 20 through 24, 2009. This date was selected so the workshop would run one week prior to the Open Meeting of the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, scheduled for April 26 through May 1, 2009. (http://www.ihdp.unu.edu/)
Up to ten participants will be selected to attend the workshop. All workshop fees, travel, lodging will be covered for the selected participants along with a small per diem to cover meals.  This workshop is made possible from a grant from the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP). Participants should have some basic experience using GIS software. This workshop will be conducted in English.

For consideration, please complete the application form, attaching all application materials, and send to the address listed below.  Please note: email submissions are preferred.
Deadline for applications is Monday, February 23, 2009. Decisions will be announced on March 2, 2009.
Mark Becker
mbecker@ciesin.columbia.edu
CIESIN
61 Route 9W 
Palisades, NY  10964   USA
Fax : +1-845-365-8922
For more information please contact Mark Becker at: 

+1-845-365-8980
mbecker@ciesin.columbia.edu

Geospatial Analysis for Attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and Sustainable Development

Training Curriculum

Day 1
Introduction to data sources & data processing methods
DHS, MICS data with cluster GPS points
Census data sources
Environmental data sources

Day 2
Spatial analysis of small area population and poverty data
Projecting populations in a spatial context
Applications of poverty maps
Day 3
Spatial analysis of survey and health data (point/polygon representation)
Day 4
Methods of integration of data sources with environmental data sets
Day 5 
Basic spatial statistics methods
 Using Geoda and other spatial analysis tools
Application Form
Geospatial Analysis for Attaining the MDGs and Sustainable Development
University of Bonn, April 20 to 24, 2009

Please compete this application and submit it to CIESIN by Monday, February 23, 2009.  Email submission is preferred.  Please send to: mbecker@ciesin.columbia.edu
Name__________________________________________________________________________

Degree(s) Held___________________________________________________________________

Affiliation _______________________________________________________________________

Position_________________________________________________________________________

GIS Experience (software used, skill level) ______________________________________________

Street Address ____________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________________________________

State ____________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code _______________________________________________________________________

Country __________________________________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone _________________________________________________________________________

Fax _______________________________________________________________________________

CV/Resume:  Please a send a copy of your latest CV or resume with this application, including a list of three references.
Letter of Support: Please attach a letter of support from your employer or affiliate institute.

Narrative: Please submit on a separate sheet a 1 to 2 page statement describing how this workshop will assist you in advancing your work or research. 
